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ISATAH xxv. g. 
1 2 be ſaid in that Day, Is 90 this 


is our God: we have wanted for 
him, and he will ſave as: this is 
the Lord, we have waited for him ; 
we will be glad and —_— in his 
Salvation. 


7 HOUGH the Prophet's Prediction 
does in its principal and moſt ſignifi- 
cant Import relate to the future Glory 

af the Cliriftiar Church, yet may we venture, 
without either perverting the Senſe, or offer- 
ing Violence to this particular Interpretation, 
to look upon it in a different Light, as. it 
gives us a Deſcription of that Joy, which 
God's peculiar People ſhould * expreſs 
on Account of ſome ſignal Interpoſition of the 
divine Power and Goodneſs. For Commen- 
tators in general ſeem to agree that many of 
"OO, the 


[ 4 ] 


the Prophecies 1 in the Old Teſtament are in- 
tended to point out to more than one ſingle 
Event ; which, by a cloſe Attention, we may 
in a Variety of Caſes, be able to diſcover, 
eſpecially in thoſe that have Relation to the 
Meſſiah, the Time of his coming, and the 
viſible Eſtabliſhment of his Glory upon Earth: 
from whence we may reaſonably conclude, 
that there can be no Impropriety in ſuppoſing 


the ſame Prediction to comprehend two 


diſtin& Purpoſes of the divine Will, in Order 


ſucceſſive to each other; and the: firſt per- 


haps, however important in itſelf, or benefi- 
cial in its Influence, but a 911840 0 of the 


Greatneſs of the laſt, "ad as it were a Type of 
that more che Goodneſs, of which No- 


thing can give us a juſt Conception, but its 
own moſt glorious Conſummmation. With 
Regard therefore to the Words under Conſi- 
deration, though the more eminent Dei, 

of them may be to foretell that delightful 
Scene of Happineſs, when all the Earth ſhall 
be filled with the Knowledge of the Lord, 


yet may we diſtinguiſh their * to in- 


timate and illuſtrate the Reſtoration of the 


Jeus from their Captivity. In the one Caſe, 
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3 3 Am 
the Vail that was ſpread over all Nations was 
to be deſtroyed, when Darkneſs and Ignorance 
were to be converted into Light and Wis- 
dom; and in the other, the Rebuke of his 
People was to be taken away, when He ſhould 
ſpread forth his Hands in the Midft of them, 
and deliver them from a Servitude the moſt 
- grievous and oppreſſive; on Account of which 
1 extraordinary Inſtance of Mercy in their Al- 
z mighty Protector, they would under ſuch, a 
E comfortable. Change of Circumſtances, natu- 


rally be led to ſay, Lo! this is our God, we 


* have waited for him, and he will ſave us; this 
5 is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will 
be glad and rejoyce in his Salvation. ö 
How far, and in what Particulars the agree- = 


— 
0 —— — 
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able Occakign of this Day 8 Solemnity, may 
direct us to apply theſe Words to ourſelves, 1 
ſhall endeavour to he by conſidering, 


1 Firſt, What we are to underſtand by that | 
Expreſſion of waiting for God. a 


by econdly, In what Reſpects we may be ſaid 
to have waited for him, 


Third! * 
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Thirdly, The Nature of that rden 
which He has wrought for us, and the bene 
ficial Tendency of ſuch a Deliverance. Which 
"= ſuggeſt to us, 


Laſtly, Some proper and uſeful Reflections. 


Firſt n let us 8 what we are to 
underſtand by that Expreſſion of * waiting 
for God. 

Almoſt innumerable Inſtances might be 
teferred to wherein the Jewiſh Nation did 
evidently wait for God to be their Salvation; 
and indeed, they had very ſtrong and repeated 
Aſſurances given them, that the divine Power 
was the only ſecure Baſis, upon which they 
could build any Hopes of flouriſhing i in a pro- 
ſperous, or being delivered from an adverſe 
State: they were taught to believe, that with- 
out the ſuperintending Vigilance of the Al- 
mighty, their Endeavours would be fruitleſs, 


* By waiting, as our Tranſlation has it, we muſt under- 
ſtand a ſtedfaſt Dependence upon God, ariſing from an 
_ earneſt Hope in his Mercy; on which Account the Septua- 
gint in the firſt Part of the Verſe, makes Uſe of the Word 
mo, tho? the Hebrew Text does not vary, but repeats 
the Word wy, as moſt expreſſive of ſuch a Reliance. 


and 
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and all their moſt rational Deſi ons prove abor- 
tive; that none of the Armaments of War, 
nor all the Fereraſt of human Policy, would 
ever be ſufficient to make them victorious, un- 
leſs his Wiſdom was preſent to direct, and his 
Power to ſupport them. For, whenever they 
preſumed to place any Confidence in Chariots 
and in Horſes, or relied upon the feeble In- 
ſtruments of mere mortal Strength, they were 
ſo far from finding them advantageous Helps, 
or the Means of leading to a beneficial Event, 
that they ſerved only to aggravate their Mif⸗ 
fortunes, and were viſibly made an Occaſſon o 

their falling: under the Severity of which Diſ- 
penſation they always laboured, till God 
thought proper to interpoſe and 1 ifted up the 
Light of his Countenance upon them. And 

the ſame may be obſerved, tho with ſome 
Reſtriction, on Account of the different Cir- 
cum nee; of that choſen People, with Re- 
gard to Mankind in general : — The inſepa- 
rable Difficulties attending our Situation as de- 
pendent Creatures, are ſometimes of ſo ſevere and 
preſſing a Nature, attended with ſuch intricate 
Conſequences, 0 even in the Eye of human 


Wiſdom ſo plainly FRO of fatal Events, 
that 


8 ] 
that Reaſon will naturally ſhew us the Neceſ- 
ſity of applying for Relief from a Power more 
unlimited than our own, and cannot, when 
properly improved, but teach us to make or 
Appeal to that ſupreme Being, who diſpoſeth 
all Things according to the infallible Counſel 
of his Will: it will, by Means of common 


Experience, and Goo juſt Reflections upon 
what we ourſelves obſerve, frequently diſcover 


to us the vaſt Diſproportion there is between 


the Embarraſments we meet with in Life, and 
our Abilities to extricate ourſelves from them; 
and in ſome Caſes perhaps may fully convince 
us, that the little Power we are indulged with, 


tends only to expoſe our greater Weakneſs I 


when with the Confidence of the unfortunate 


Prince, whom God ſentenc'd for his Pride to 


partake with the Beaſts of the Field, we firſt 


| boaſt ourſelves in our fancied Glory, and after- 


wards with Shame acknowledge our fooliſh 


Preſumption: From ſuch a Perſuaſion of our 
_ own Frailty and Imperfection, even Reaſon, I 
ſay, will inform us, that in Order to be pro- 
vided with a ſulheiclnt Strength, we muſt have 


Recourſe to that eternal Power, which appears 


in the wonderful Order of Things created; and 


: rely 
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rely upon this for Support. And if we attend 
tothe ſatisfactory Inſtructions of Revelation, 
this will not only ſhew us the Neceſſity of 
ſucha Dependence, but alſo make us ſenſible 

of its: Uſefulneſs and Advantage, when we 
come to be acquainted with the Methbds of 
divine Providence, and are enabled to per- 
ceive; how amazingly the Gobdneſs and Ju- 
ſtice of God conſpire as Well to maintain the 
Regularity of his Government, as to provide 
for the Happineſs of his Creatures. For tho!, 
through Perverſeneſs of Inelination, and Im- 
petuoſity of Paſſion, our Endeavours may be 


human Pride tempts us to 


\ 


yet 


it leads us to look up to that ſame Being for 


Nedreſs, who! had before made us ſenſible of 
Hips: 5 B his 


[ 10 | 


his Diſpleaſure. And therefore, whatever Dif- 
ficulties we labour under, or how oppreſſive 
ſoever our Circumſtances may be, either as 
private Perſons, or as a public Body, we ought 
always to preſerve a becoming Reſolution; and 
from the fame: agreeable Uniformity of Con- 
duct diſcover, that whilſt we acknowledge 
the Equity of God's Judgments, we hope to 
be viſited with his Favour, and - refreſhed by 
the Streams of his Mercy; ſince he frequently 
employs the Meſſengers "of his Wrath in Or- 
der, firſt for the Chaſtiſement, and upon the 
Whole, for the Benefit of his Creatures, that 
they may ſee and know that the Hand of the 
Lord has interpoſed for their Amendment, and 
that the holy One of Ifrael has by fo doing, 
diſplay'd his Excellence in a Way moſt ex- 
preſſiwe of his Glory, and beſt adapted to the 
Intereſts of thoſe, upon whom he executes 
Judgment and Juſtice. 1118 

Thus did it happen to "bis thaks Progle: 
before. they were poſſeſſel of their promiſed 
Inheritance; but, however great thoſe Diffi- 
culties, or howeyer terrifying thoſe Dangers 
might be, which they were to encounter, yet 
Was it ahſcluceh * that they ſhould 


refrain 
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refrain from every deſponding Fear; and truſt 
in that ſupreme Guardian of their Welfare; 
who had engaged to conduct them in due 
Time, to their long wiſh'd for Habitation of 
Plenty: and Delight. It was their Duty to 
wait, *till God ſaw a proper Time for the 
Completion of - his Promiſe, how frequent 
Trials foever He might male of their Sted . 
faſtneſs and Reſigniation. Indeed, fo” any 
and fignal were the Inſtances of A” divine Inter- 
poſition with Regard to this People, that 
common Experience taught them, as well 
from a Senſe of their own Crimes, as the ge- 
neraF Proceedings of Providente, to knew, 
that Patience was better khan Im rtunity 
and waiting for God far more reaſonable and 
advantageous, than indulging the imprudent 
Sallies of diſcontented and uneaſy. Minds. 
Therefore did King David act upon this ex- 
cellent Principle, and in ſo doing, convey the 
moſt exemplary Inſtruction to Poſterity, When 
in the utmoſt Danger from his Enemies, he 
thought it beſt to tarr the Lord's Lifurt; to 
wait with Reſolution for the divine Aſſiſtance, 
and to rely upon that God for a ſeaſonable 


Succour, who not only reſcued him from the 


8 more 
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| with: oy 1 1 7 42 71 1 4 x 8 
Difficulties. of -Life.; ſo that, how viglently 
ſaeyer: the Heathen might rager Of his un 
rebellięus Subjects imaging, a vain ee Te 
eguld always: comfort himſelf with this agre 

able; Pesſuaſion, that though! all ö con- 
Paſſer him about; yet by 9 Permiſſion and 
Degree, of his Almighty Scyereign, they would 


eicher he br rougbt to Shame, or gladly ſabmit 
tothe acceptable Meaſures of. Feuer —Which 


leads me te soglider,, oft 4 01. 
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voker} 
tur d under Hopes of the divine Protection, 
when, milder, Means had, Been ineffectual, to 
engage in the hazardous Enterprize of War; 
and endeavourd to ſubdue by Violence that 
Spirit of Perverſench, which, Bo the Meekneſs 
ob Intreaty could not be en d;--- A Me- 
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0 hs — or neceflary for ſup port- 
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y.ithe Inſults of our Enemies, we ven- 
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ng the reſpective Rights of Mankind, yet at 
belt he diſagrecable in itſelf, and frequently 
productive: of the moſt fatal Evils : ſeldom 
an{wering our too ſanguine Expectatiops, and 


generally: diſappointing > the ſavage Hopes of 


thoſe; who feed: their Ambition with the 


Blood of their Fellow Creatures, and love to 


triumph in that Glory, which is purchas' d by 
the Deſtruction of otheds: but, ſhocking as it 


muſt appear even in tlie moſt favourable 


1 yet without this. Inſtrument to check 
its uſurping Power, Injuſtice would reign 


without Controul, and Integrity muſt fre- 


quently fall a Sach to Avarice and Pride: 


wat a dreadful Scene of Miſery and Confu- 


on, of Fraud, Rapine, and Revenge, this 


muſt incvitably lead. to, every one muſt 


readily perceive, who can diſtinguiſn the de- 


ſtructive Tendency of evil 8 when 
free from all Reſtraint: War therefore, when 
founded upon reaſonable Motives, ſeems to be 
a Means of Protection eſtabliſned by divine 
Appointment, and when Juſtice has given 


Sanction to any martial Enterprize, by point- 
ing out the Injuries of the oppreſſed, the Al- 
raighty has often 4 the ſuperior In- 


fluence 


ft 
\ : 
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"ROVER of his Power in ſubduing-the Oppreſ- 
for. To us therefore, on whom Revelation 


has ſhed the brighteſt Luſtre, who are ſo hap- 


pily acquainted in a proper Degree with the 
Nature and Meaſures of Providence, and who 
know that Righteouſneſs and Judgment are 
eſſential to as ſupreme Being, ſome Hopes 
muſt naturally ariſe, that He would be a De- 
fence for us againſt thoſe reſtleſs Enemies of 
our Peace, who had long laboured to ſubvert 
our envied Happineſs, and by every Artifice 
of Subtilty and Malice, tried to reduce us to 
a ſervile Subjection. Under the auſpicious In- 
fluence of Juſtice, and with a View to the 
Preſervation of our Rights both civil and ſa- 
cred, we prepared to go forth in the & trength 
of the Lord: Gul of Hofts, truſting in his 
Mercy as the Guardian of our Endeavours, 
and relying upon his Favour as the moſt pre- 
ſent and only ſufficient Help in ſo remarkable 
a Time of Trouble. But We, who had long 
been diſobedient Children, prefumed too much 
upon the undeſerved Goodneſs of our Maker; 
inſtead of ſeeing a fucceſsful Event, the 
uſual Conſequence of diſtinguiſh'd Valour 7 
CO and Darkneſs made our Proſpe& more 


diſ- 


1 > 
ir AR 
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diſmal abroad, whilſt at laſt we had the 


greateſt Reaſon to fear Diftreſs 0 " Nations at 
Home: As we had long waited for God to 
diſperſe the firſt, ſo had we freſh Occaſion 
and more urgent Need to implore his Aid for 

reventing the laſt, -- to beſeech him to avert 
that formidable Miſchief, the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of which we could not then too ſen- 
ſibly apprehend, nor too carefully labour to 
avoid. Thus did our Calamities e both 
in their Number and Nature, the Wickedneſs 


and Treachery of Men prevail, and Proſperity 
attend for a while their malicious Attempts, 


at a Time when our Circumſtances ſeem'd 
almoſt deſperate, and our moſt ſtrenuous Ef- 
forts vain, when our Treadings were well nigh 


gone, and our Fart had almoſt ſlipt. Theſe 


are Particulars, which I even think of with 

Horror, but not to recolle& them would be 
ungrateful, ſince they lead us to contemplate 
the infinite Compaſſion of that God, by 
whoſe ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance thoſe worſt of E- 
nemies were diſappointed in their Projects, and 

under whoſc providential Guidance, an effec⸗ 
tual Deliverance was accompliſhed for us; for 


18 Lord of Hoſis ua with us, and the God 


of 


[ 16 J 


of Jacob was our Refuge; and then were the 
Prophet's Words ina. remarkable Manner ful- 
filled, hey that wait upon tbe Lord. ſball re- 
new their Strength, they ſball moumt up with 
Wings as Eagles, they ſball rum and not be 
weary, and they ſball wall and not faint. 

At this happy Juncture, when we had 
Reaſon to fear the moſt diſmal and deciſive 
Deſtruction, to be reſcued: by ſuch a glorious 
Inſtance of Salvation, ſuch ab memorable Act 
of Goodneſs in our God, could not but make 
our drooping Spirits revive, and induce us to 


hope that the ſame Almighty Arm would pro- 


tect us from the Inſolence of our more open E- 
nemies, and make us ſuperiour to thoſe Diffi- 
culties, which ſtill required our . moſt earneſt 
Circumſpection, and called for our moſt ſtre- 


nuous Abilities to overcome them. After 


having thus ſignally experienced the divine 
Mercy, it was natural for us to preſume, that 
we might continue to place our Refuge under 
the ſame Wings, and be enabled to make our 
Happineſs more extenſive and compleat, by 
the Eſtabliſnment of Juſtice, and the Security 
of our nationul as well as ſocial Rights. For 

* Walte 
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N 
waſte the Habitations of the Defenceleſs, or 
to make Conqueſts in a diſtant Land, but to 
curb the wild Ambition of a tyrannical Mo- 
narch, and to reduce the Extravagancies of 
untealonable Men, to guard the Immunities 


of a free and well governed People, and, for 
the Preſervation of Equity, to ſuppreſs the 


Attempts of diſhonourable Artifice, and put a 


Stop to the formidable Progreſs of Injuſtice, 
Violence, and Oppreſſion; in Order to keep 


Peace within our Borders, to ſettle our Com- 


merce in a flouriſhing Condition, and'to pro- 
vide againſt the Inſults of thoſe, who pre- 
ſumed to interrupt us in the Enjoyment of 
our moſt valuable Bleſſings Victory under 
ſuch Circumſtances, muff naturally be the 


delle of our Wiſhes, and we could not but 
de 

75s; but, if by intervening Incidents, which 
it is not my Bufineſs to inquire into, nor per- 


re to tread then 8 who roſe up againſt 


haps in any One's Power to give a juſt Ac- 


count of, Providence ſuffered us to be diſap- 


pointed in this agreeable View, if by the Per- 
miſſion of the Almighty, Furtan Inſtruments 
were inſufficient to effect our Advantage, and 


unequal t the many Difficulties they were 
C 1 5 oblig d 
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obliged to encounter, let us not be too hafty 
in imputing this Misfortune to the Weakneſs 
or Neglect of thoſe, who fuſtained that diffi- 
cult Taſk; let us leave it to the all-wiſe God, 
who alone can know the Intentions of the 
Heart, to charge his Servants with Wicked- 
neſs "nd Folly, if they deſerve it; but let us 
not accuſe without Teſtimony, gar condemn 
without Knowledge; let us rather, it we 

make any Remark at all, retire into our own 
Boloms, and ſee, bother we may not each be 
afraid of falling into the ſame common Condem- 


nation; let us conſider that the Lord is a God. 


of Judgment, and might. therefore for our 
Iniquity keep us in Suſpence, and on account 
of our Tranſgreſſions, deny us Victory in the 
Battle; or that, as He beſt knows what is in 
Man, He might ſee the Neceſſity of keeping 
us in a more humble and dependent State, left 
otherwiſe upon a Flow of Succeſs, we might 


give Way to Arrogance and Pride, and fall oft 


from our Allegiance to the King of Kings. 


But, whatever be our Determination upon the 
Whole, or however: mortifying the Review ot 
ſuch Circumſtances, though it appears that 
our Attempts were ineffectual, and our beſt 
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concerted Meaſures unſucceſsful, though the 
Event was not ſuch as we wiſlied. nor the 


Iſſue of our Endeavours ſo l as our 


moſt rational Hopes did ſometimes lead us to 
expect, yet if we ſeriouſly reflect how much 


worſe our Situation might have been, and 


how much more ſevere our Lot, we cannot 
but with + Gratitude acknowledge our infinite 
Obligation to the moſt High, and muſt ſoon 
be convinced, that, as we have warted for our 
God, 1o have we Read to rejoice in his Sal- 


vation. Which leads me to conſider, 


Thirdly, The Nature af that Salvation, 
which He has wrought for us, and the bene- 3 
fcial Tendency of ſuch a Deliverance. 


However difficult it may be to form any 
ſuitable Notions, or give an exact Account of 


thoſe wonderful Methods, by which the Do- 


+ This is agreeable to the Sentiments of a "ay oreat Man 
upon the like Occaſion. 
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minion of the Almighty is carried on, tho 
we cannot perfectly underſtand the Ways of 


his Providence, nor, by the niceſt Diſquifi- 


tions of Reaſon, ſee into the Counſels of in- 
finite Wiſdom; yet are we in ſome Caſes, by 


viſible Demonſtrations of his Power, Ag 


irreſiſtably induced to acknowledge his ſu- 


5 pr eme Authority; the Whole indeed of, his 


Providence may juſtly demand from us this 
general Tribute; but the more ſignal Acts of 
Pi Goodneſs, eee upon any extraordinary 
Occaſion, do naturally ſtrike us with a more 
prevailing Force, and fo far actuate the 


Springs of our better Paſſions, as to make us 
extol the Glory, and ſhew forth the Praiſe of 


our great Benefactor and ſovereign Lord. And 


if any Inſtance of Benignity from our heavenly 
Protector is ſufficient to work upon the Heart 


of Man, and ſoften it into Gratitude, then 
muſt the Influence of the greateſt of all tem- 
poral Bleſſings, the Ble 772 ng of Peace, be pe- 
culiarly ſtrong and extenſive. This ſhould, 
as an eſſential Conſtituent of the Happineſs of 
Mankind, at any Time, and under all Cir- 
cumſtances, be regarded as a valuable Teſti- 
mony of the divine Favour, and what the 

con- 
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confiderate Part of them, (even when urgent 


Motives to the contrary appear) will rarely be 


tempted to forfeit or reject : And though the 


World is ſo conſtituted and diſpoſed, that 1t 1s 


almoſt impoſſible for us to enjoy an uninter- 2 


rupted State of Serenity, ſo long as we are 


liable to be diſturbed by the violent Sallies of 


ambitious Minds, or diſtracted by an Oppo- 
ſition in our Ingebeſte and Purſuits; though 
thoſe mutual Animoſities, which Will ſome 
times ſubſiſt as well between public Bodies, as 
private Men, may make it neceſſary to give up 


this Bleſſing, and break through this agreeable 


Reſtraint; yet Fire and || Sword, Deſtruction 


and Bloodſhed, with that horrid Train of Con- 


lequences, which generally attend them, are 


not in themſelves Things fo deſirable as to be 


made Ule of to no good Purpoſe, or encourag d 
for the Gratification of either factious Subjects 


Virgil has given us a juſt Idea of this in his Alluſion to 
the happy Effects of Peace. 


Dirz ferro & compagibus arctis 

Claudentur Belli Portz : Furor impius intus  _ 
Sæva ſedens ſuper Arma, & centum vinctus ahenis 
| Poſt tergum nodis, fremet horridus ore cruento. 
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or unreaſonable Princes: and therefore, when- 
ever it is agreeable to divine Providence that 
ſuch terrible Commotions ſhould ſubſide, by 
God's turning the Hearts of Men, and ac- 


cordingly diſpoſing the Circumſtances of parti- 


cular Events, it muſt be a Duty incumbent 
upon his Creatures to cooperate with his 
Power and Wiſdom, by embracing ſo favour- 
able an Opportunity for the Promotion of 


their Welfare, and the Accompliſhment or 


their Peace. If the great God points out a 
Method of Security, ought we not to purſue 


and improve it to our beſt Advantage ? Or 


can we, when his Providence directs us, dare 
to act counter to ſo good and beneficial a 
Guide ? Which has lately appeared vigilant for 


our Happineſs, and, though we are unworthy 


of its moſt diſtant Care, been intent upon de- 
livering us from that complicated Diſtreſs in 


which we might have been irrecoverably in- 


volved. For, if we look back to the Dangers 
that threatened us, and duely conſider ſome 
particular Circumſtances of the late War, we 


muſt ſoon be convinced, that we are not ſo 


immediately concerned to lament. any Diſap- 
pointment we met with, as to rejoice that our 
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Forces by Land were not intirely cut off, 
when the Enemies Power was ſo vaſtly ſupe- 
riour, and the Opportunities that offered ſo 
evidently tending to our Diſadvantage: 41 uſt 
Reflections upon what then paſſed may fully 
ſatisfy us, that the God of Hoſts was as much 
our Defence in ſaving us from Deſtruction at 
that Time, as He has been our Help and our 
Shield upon the Face of the great Deep: Let 
us not imagine then that we have been 
abandon'd by the Almighty, nor caſt any un- 
juſt Imputations upon thoſe, who acted under 
his Protection; ſince the Majeſty of Heaven 
has not left us without Witneſs. of his Favour, 
in that He has once more enabled us to ob- 
| tain Peace within our Walls; which is in it- 
ſelf, if we do not abuſe it, a Blefling of ſuch 
inaflimale Price, that the moſt ſincere and 
exalted Gratitude of Man cannot juſtly expreſs 
its Value: A Bleſſing too, ſo ſeaſonably con- 
ferred, that by a proper Application of it, 

and a que Regard to its Conſequences, we 
may not only have immediate Occaſion to re- 
Joice in this Salvation, but alſo make it in- 
{trumental to the Acquiſition of additional Be- 

nefits, by maintaining Vnanimity | and 7 5 
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cord amongſt ourſelves, and laying the Foun- 
dation of ſuch a laſting Happineſs, as may 


not only be enjoy'd by the preſent Genera- 


tion, but alſo extend itſelf to our moſt diftant 


Poſterity. Great Things therefore are they 
which Thou haſt done! O God! who is like 
unto thee? Thou haſt mightily delivered thy 


People; delivered them from the moſt drcadfil 


Dangers, and ſecured them from impending 
Miſchiefs, by protecting them under all their 
ſevereſt Difficulties" ; by making them, if not 


ſuperiour to their Dhemies nor triumphant 3 in 


the Conqueſt of others, yet at leaſt equal Par- 
takers of the common Benefits of Peace, and 


the happy Objects of thy unmerited Gosdieſd: 
Oh that Men would therefore, inſtead of in- 
dulging the reſtleſs Spirit of Faction and Diſ- 


content, inſtead of repining at this favour- 
able Diſpenſation of divine Wiſdom , ſhew 


. themſelves joyful before the Lord, and tell of 
his Works $6 Gladneſs ; ; that they would 


not only acquieſce in the Methods of his Pro- 
vidence, and readily acknowledge his ſuperin- 
tending- Care for their Safety, but alſo thank- 
fully receive fo fignal a Mark of his Favour, and 


fincerely endeavour to make it ad as 
| well 
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well to their future as their preſent, as well 
to that of "ſucceeding Generations; „ as to 


their own immediate Advantage. Then 


might we hope that Proſperity would be the 


Refult of this well-governed Conduck; „ and 


hat from this prudent and grateful Diſpoſition ; 


would/enſue ſuch a Series of beneficial Ef- 
feds, as might leave no Room for Uneaſineſs 
or Complaint, but always give us Catſe' to 
confeſs the Happineſs of our Condition, in- 


duce us to proclaim the Goodneſs ef the Al- 
mighty, and teach us to rejoice in the Salva- 


tion of that God, who is ever mindful of them 
that Jar him. And this . 5 oh if ths 18 3 
Lay, To add ſome brief and uſu Re: 


flections. we . 14 


* 
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And firſt, it is our Duty to acknowledge 


in the mot fincere and thankful Manner, 


thoſe favourable Interpoſitions of Omnipo- 
tence, by which either national Calamities 
are removed, or national Diſtreſs prevented; 
by which che ſupreme Author of Concord 
enables us to provide for our Safety, and 


; gives us an — of 8 againſt 
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thoſe 
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thoſe fatal * which, as it not ber ſo 


„ 


an itteparable Injury, hawk” in upon, \ the En- 
e 4 our ER Propeics, 6 fybyert 


— * 3 


Pe at hgh that diſmal Scene 97 Perplexity 
and Confuſion, which . muſt: alway OF attend 

publie, Ruin and Deſtruction: For us, then 
but impartially. conſider the Circumſtandes of 
Our. Condition at that critical Juncture, when 
the: G odHEſs of God condeſoended to offer, 
and Gr Government, in Conformity :to. this 
Overture of Merqy, determin' d to accept, .the 
Bleſſing of Peace. It is evident to every un- 
prgudaald Perſon, :*though but little gell d in 
the Meaſures of political Science, that; the 
Conſequences of War had already been very 


diſeguraging and oppreſſige,, that it had re- 


duged.:Ns vs to many 'difagreeable Incopvenien- 


cis, pid — chat ee. one of in- 


griat: Banger f. becoming too 1 | 6 us 
thicbear, and 1 Is was reaſonable to 


conclude," chat the beſt, Method to; be pure 


Ned. Was that, I his growing Evil 


2iOf 1 7 might 
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miglit be checked and an Opportunity em- 
braced. of retrieving the Lofts we had fuſtain- 


ed, and ſenabling us to make a pro der Proviz 


ſion for our future Welfare and Happinels. 
Some Perſons indeed at the Inſtigation of too 
violent a Zeal, might plead for à Continliance 


of War, ſupported by the Hopes of u more 


favourable Event, not ducly zonlidering.rehie 

Uncertainty of ſuch Sueceſs, nor tlue fatal 
Conſequences, which, upon the Failure of it; 
muſt enſue. Theſe would do well to e reflect 
on thoſe interęſting Maxims, wich fe wiſe 
Politicians will reſect, and Winch one ofihe 
moſt illuſtrious Men, chat Antiquity boaſta of, 


did upon a very remarkable Occaſion in a par- 


ticular Manner apply: * theione is, that dur 


Expectations are Jeldom anſwer d in an mar- 


tial Exploits, and the other, that? Peace 
properly ſeour'd is far proſerable tola preoa. 
rious Conqueſt. Les then A aun e s 
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and the Cities of Judah b glad; let them 
with. the utmoſt Gratitude remember, that 
their Salvation cometh from the Lord of 
Hoſts, who is wonderful in Coumſel, and ex- 
cellent in W, king. And we may further re- 
member, that it is our Duty to make our 
Endeavours coincide with thoſe Diſpenſa- 


tions of infinite Wiſdom, which are in their 


Tendency too yihble to eſcape our Notice: 
and therefore, as ue bau abaited. for God to 
giye us ſome ſigrial Inſtance of his. Favour, it 
would be highly baſe and ufigrateful not to 
rejoice in bis Salvation, not to receive with 
ieh he has ſo ſeaſon- 
ably enabled us to obtain. But ſo extremely 


different in their Sentiments are ſometimes 


even: thoſe ho are, or oug ht to be concern d 
for the ſame common Etereſt, that even the 
more remarkable Works of Providence itſelf 
are inſufficient to prevent their Objections, 
and remove their Diſcontent: no Wonder 
then, if pretended public Honour, when made 
the Idol of fome warm Imaginations, ſhould 


be ſet up in Oppoſition to real public Good; 
no wonder that thoſe, who are 10 ſerupulouſſy 


exact, 
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exact, as n to think any Thing right, ſnould 
ſuppoſe i it wrong to caſt off the Burthen of a te- 
dious War, and comply with thoſe Terms, upon 
which our Enemies conſent to be at Peace with 
us. Such Perſons may know, by conſulting 
the Britiſh Annals, that their Nation did in 
its moſt triumphant State ſubmit to Terms no 
way ſuperior to thoſe, which in a very dif- 
ferent Situation they wand imprudently re- 
ject. I ſay not this to reproach thoſe Who 
have gone before us, nor do I preſume to im- 
peach either their Integrity or Wiſdom, but 
only infer from their Conduct how calily that 
of their Poſterity may be juſtified ; who have 
choſe rather to embrace an Opportunity of 
Peace, (and that as advantageous as our pre- 
ſent Exigencies would ſuffer us to expect) than 
expoſe the Honour and Intereſts of their 
Country to certain Danger, or perhaps a deci- 
five Deſtruction. To any One, who ſeriouſly 
conſiders this, and thinks not in a Way too 
contracted, - it cannot but appear upon the 
Whole perfecti rig cht, that ſuch a proper, 
and, it is to be — d, effectual Proviſion 
ſhould be made for the Security and ** of 

W * 


C % 
chat Government, within the Sphere of which 
He has the Happineſs to live. The natural 
Love we have for the public Welfare, and in 


that for our own reſpective Good, aſt induce 
us to wiſh for public Tranquility, ſince this 


is in ſome Degree like Righteouſneſs itſelf, the 


Means of exalting a Nation, and theſe cannot, 
when united in their” Influenck, and diner al 
in their Extent, but be attended with the moſt 


valuable Effects; ; the one, as it engages the 
Protection of Heaven; and the other, as it 
enables a People by Dilivence and Induſtry to 


make themſelves Aouriſhing, Powerful and 


happy. Let us therefore, laſtly, confider 


what abundant Advantages may ariſe, if we 


do not fooliſhly neg to improve it, from 


the Ble mg of Peace ; let'us recolle& too how 


forward many of us were to repine at the In- 
conveniencies of War; and from hence learn 


to deteſt thoſe dangerous Animofities and 
factious Sentiments, which generally proceed 
from the conttalted Views of diſaffe&ed, or 


the difappointed Projects f unſtable Men 


and which, if ſuffered to prevail, Will prevent 


us from ſpeaking every Man the Truth to his 
8 8 WVeigh- 
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N, eightour, and keep us from executing the = 


Fudg ment of Truth aud Peace in our Gates: 


which will for ever deprive us of thoſe. moſt 


defirable and advantageous Delights, that are 
the regular and conſtant Reſult of mutual 


Harmony and Agreement. For, unleſs that 


Spirit of Uneaſineſs and Diſcontent, „Which 
has ſo infatuated the Minds of many, is in- 
tirely Aupprefled, and Unanimity fuffor'd to 
take Place, it is highly Sinbrebable that we 
ſhould reap any conſiderable Beneſit from the 
moſt valuable Diſpenſation of Heaven, or 


properly attend to thoſe Things which, belong 


: to Our temporal as well as our eternal Peace. 


He it then, our determinate Purpoſe to pro- 
mote the Peace of our Feruſalem, by living 
in the conſtant Fear of God, by ſhewing a 
due Obedience to the King, and a juſt Re- 


gard to thoſe who are put in Authority under 


him; always praying that hey may proſper 
who love our MWation, and are concern'd for 
the Exaltation of our Iſrael, who are not led 


either by Ignorance or Envy, to oppeſe the 


right Meaſures of Government, nor by an 
— Ambition + Ab Views, to 
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take wrong Steps for the Support of -itz f 
Then may we rejoice in the ExpeQation. of 
future Good, and think ourſelyes happy. in a 
Proſpect ſo agreeable,--then may] we ook with 
Delight upon this, the City of our Holemni- 
ties; our Eyes may then ſee it a quiet Ha- 
bitation; a Tabernacle which ſhall not he broken 
down ; where the glorious Lord will, be unto 
us a Rock of Defence, and in which will be 
found Foy and Gladnefs, Thankſgiving, And 
the Voice of Melody. 2 K. 
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